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Fig. 13-60 Pathway for the transmission of taste impulses. CT, chorda
tympani nerve; GN, glossopharyngeal nerve; IS, superior saiivatory
nucleus; LN, lingual nerve; SS3 superior saiivatory nucleus; efferent
(secretory fibers), interrupted lines; afferent (taste) fibers, continuous
lines.

ferior maxillary division of the trigenainal nerve). The center
for taste lies at the lower end of the somesthetic area of the
cerebral cortex.

Smell
Smell is very closely allied to taste and has been aptly described
as " taste from a distance." In many animals the sense of smell
is almost incredibly acute; a large proportion of the brain being
concerned with this sense. In such species the sense of smell
is of paramount importance, warning the animal of the ap-
proach of its enemies, and guiding it in the quest for food.
Even in man, in whom the sense of smell is comparatively
rudimentary, certain substances, such as mercaptan, can be
detected in a dilution of i part in 30 billion or more parts of air.
An odorous material continually emits particles of molecular
size which are carried in the air to the olfactory receptors.